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Description 
Erica revoluta (H. Bal.) L.E. Davidson, stat. nov. 
E. subverticillaris Diels ex Guth. & Bol. var. revoluta H. Bol. 
in Fl. Cap. 4: 224 (1905); Verdoorn in Jl S. Afr. Bot. 20: 105 
{1954); Dulfer in Ann. Naturhistor. Mus. Wien 68: 108 (1965). 
Type. - Transvaal, Spitz Kop, near Lydenburg, Wilms 908 
(K, holo!; WU!, BOL!) (Figure 1). 
Figure 1 Distribution of Erica revoluta (e) and Erica subvertici//aris 
(Jtt..). 
Erect bushy shrub up to I m tall. Branchfets brownish-
yellow, densely floccose with dendroid hairs, many hairs 
forked at apex. Leaves 4-nate, 3-8 mm long, erect to spread-
ing, imbricate, lanceolate, acute, 'open-backed', margin revo-
lute, lower surface white, covered with small papillae, upper 
surface shining bright green with scattered simple and forked 
hairs, some merely small protuberances, occasionally some 
dendroid hairs towards base of leaf, otherwise glabrous; 
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petiole pale yellow, 0,8 mm long, slightly enlarged at base, 
adpressed, occasionally with short dendroid or simple cilia, 
otherwise glabrous. Inflorescence small racemose at the ends 
of side shoots; pedicel slightly cernuous 3-4 mm long, pink 
to red, floccose with short simple hairs and longer white den-
droid hairs usually forked at apex; bracteoles 2, suboppo-
site, median, hyaline, white shading to pink, texture similar 
to petals and sepals, narrow, swollen towards apex terminat-
ing in a dendroid or a forked hair, margin with short simple 
and longer dendroid hairs. Calyx white shading to pink, 1,5 
mm long, less than half length of corolla; tube 0,5 mm long; 
lobes I mm long, apex sulcate, ciliate with forked and den-
droid hairs. Corolla cyathiform 2,5 mm x 1,8 mm white 
shaded pink; lobes 0,5 mm long, I mm broad across base. 
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Stamens free; filaments linear, following curve of nectary and 
ovary, sigmoid at apex, I,5 mm long when straightened; an-
thers manifest, subterminal, 0,8 mm long, oval; pore approxi-
mately half length of cell; awns short, 0,2 mm long with 
short, sharp pointed hairs. Ovary 0,7 mm long, glabrous, 
stipitate, 4-celled with numerous ovules; nectaries at base 
large, 0,6 mm long, stalk between nectaries and ovary 0,3 mm 
long; style exserted; stigma subcapitate (Figure 2). 
Discussion 
The structure of the nectaries, stalk and ovary results in the 
'wasp-waist' appearance of the gynoecium and is characteristic 
of this species which appears to be confined to the Pilgrim's 
Rest/Lydenburg area at an altitude of ± I700 m. Bolus, in his 
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Figure 2 Erica revoluta. (A) Flowering branchlet; (B) flower; (C) portion of branchlet showing hairs; (D) leaf, lower view; (E) ovary, 
nectaries, and two stamens; (F) stamen, back view; (G) stamen, side view. All drawn from Davidson 3264 (J). 
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protologue states 'the variety {3 looks different, and possibly 
may be distinct, but the floral characters are in close resem-
blance'. On examining the specimen of E. subverticil/aris 
Wilms 903 (BOL), which according to Verdoorn (1954) is the 
lectotype selected by E. Esterhuysen, and comparing it with 
the holotype of E. subvertici/laris var. revo!uta, Wilms 908 
(K) and further recent collections, the following differences 
were noted: 
E. subvertici/laris 
(Wilms 903) 
Leaves not clearly 4-nate, 
often opposite or 3-nate 
Bracteoles 2 or absent, basal 
to median, hair-like 
Calyx foliaceous in texture, 
glabrous except for sparse 
marginal hairs 
Sepals oblong, almost free, 
lobes as long as corolla tube 
var. t-evoluta (Wilms 908 and 
other recent collections) 
Leaves 4-nate 
Bracteoles 2, subopposite, 
median, small, similar in 
texture to calyx and corolla. 
Calyx not foliaceous but 
hyaline and white shading to 
pink with dendroid hairs 
Sepals triangular joined for 
about 1h of length, lobes less 
than half length of corolla 
tube 
Corolla about as broad as Corolla longer than broad 
long 
Awn as long as anther cell Awn very short 
Ovary sessile, nectaries minute Ovary stipitate, nectaries large 
The differences listed above indicate no close relationship 
between the two taxa and justify the decision to raise the 
variety to specific status. The one similarity between the two 
taxa is the presence of dendroid hairs on the branchlets. E. 
subverticil!aris is apparently very rare. The only herbarium 
material is one specimen collected by Wilms on the moun-
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tains near Lydenburg and a specimen collected by Burtt Davy 
also from the Lyden burg area. The material is of poor quality 
with few flowers available for study. Further searches in the 
area have proved fruitless. Although little detail is given of 
the exact collecting sites it would appear that E. subvertici!-
!aris grows at a lower altitude in a drier area than E. revoluta. 
The distribution of E. revo!uta is comparatively limited being 
found only in the Lydenburg/Pilgrim's Rest area. It apparent-
ly occurs at higher altitudes where it is often swept by mist. 
Specimens examined 
Erica revo!uta 
TRANSVAAL. - 2430 (Pilgrim's Rest): Blyderivierspoort Reserve 
( - DB), V. Smith 238 (J); V. Smilh s.n. sub 151000 (J); P. Clur s.n. 
sub 150999 (J); Mariepskop (- DB), Codd 7886 (K). 2430 (Pilgrim's 
Rest): Mount Sheba Nature Reserve ( - DC), Davidson 3060 (J); Ker-
foot 8475 (J); Clinning s.n. sub 151002 (J). 2530 (Lydenburg): Schoon-
water Farm (- CB), Davidson 3264 (J); Spitz Kop (- BB), Wilms 908 
(K, WU, BOL); between Pilgrim's Rest and Sabie, exact grid unknown, 
Rogers 2291 (NH). 
Erica subverticillaris 
TRANSVAAL. - 2530 (Lydenburg); Sabie Valley, Wilms 903 (BOL); 
Burtt Davy 487 (PRE, BOL). 
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